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Borough of Roosevelt 
33 N. Rochdale Avenue 

Roosevelt, NJ  08555 

Mayor and Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes of August 14, 2017 

Mayor Ellentuck opened the meeting at 7:02 p.m. and read the Open Public Meetings Act statement 
which stated, “Adequate notice of this meeting, as required by Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, has been 
provided by a public notice on January 3, 2017, which was posted on the Bulletin Board at the 
Roosevelt Post Office, on the Bulletin Board in the Roosevelt Post Office and in the Borough Hall. 
The notice was published in The Times and Asbury Park Press.”    

Roll Call. 

PRESENT ABSENT

Councilmember Bonna 

Councilmember Hamilton 

Councilmember Lipoti 
Councilmember Malkin 

Councilmember Ticktin 

Councilmember Trammell 

Mayor Ellentuck 

Also in attendance: Richard Shaklee, Borough Attorney, Kathleen Hart, Borough Clerk, Kelly Tyers, 
Deputy Clerk 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

June 1, 2017 Special Meeting Executive Session 

On a motion by C/Ticktin, second by C/Lipoti the June 1, 2017 Special Meeting Executive Session 

minutes were approved by the following vote: 

Roll Call: 

AYES:  C/Bonna, C/Hamilton, C/Lipoti, C/Malkin, C/Ticktin, C/Trammell 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

June 12, 2017 Regular Session   

On a motion by C/Ticktin, second by C/Bonna the June 12, 2017 regular session minutes were 

approved by the following vote: 

Roll Call: 
AYES:  C/Bonna, C/Hamilton, C/Lipoti, C/Malkin, C/Ticktin, C/Trammell 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
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ABSENT: None 

June 12, 2017 Executive Session Meeting  

On a motion by C/Bonna, second by C/Ticktin the June 12, 2017 Executive Session minutes were 

approved by the following vote: 

Roll Call: 
AYES:  C/Bonna, C/Hamilton, C/Lipoti, C/Malkin, C/Ticktin, C/Trammell 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

July 10, 2017 Regular Session 

On a motion by C/Ticktin, second by C/Lipoti the July 10, 2017 regular session minutes were 

approved by the following vote: 

Roll Call: 
AYES:  C/Bonna, C/Hamilton, C/Lipoti, C/Malkin, C/Ticktin, C/Trammell 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

July 18, 2017 Special Meeting Regular Session 

On a motion by C/Ticktin, second by C/Bonna the July 18, 2017 special meeting regular session 

minutes were approved by the following vote: 

Roll Call: 

AYES:  C/Bonna, C/Hamilton, C/Lipoti, C/Malkin, C/Ticktin, C/Trammell 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR CONSENT AGENDA: None  

CONSENT AGENDA:   

C/Trammell pulled Resolution 17-100, Resolution to Amend Resolution No. 17-97 Authorizing 
Purchase of Monitor to Detect Chlorine and pH of Water Before it goes to the Water Tower for 
discussion separately. 

Resolution 17-101: Resolution to Accept Maintenance Agreement with Modern Group Power 
Systems 

Resolution 17-102: Authorizing Implementing Mitigation of Invasive Species Policy on 
Municipal Properties 

Resolution 17-103: Authorizing Refund for Overpayment of Tax Court Counterclaims
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Resolution 17-104: Resolution Agreeing To Enter Into a 3-Year Contract with Passaic Valley 
Sewerage Commission (PVSC) to Accept the Sludge from the Sewage 
Treatment Plant 

Resolution 17-105: Resolution of the Borough Council of the Borough of Roosevelt 
Awarding a Contract to Municipal Maintenance for $4,200 for PVC 
Piping and Fittings on Chlorine Storage Tank 

Resolution 17-106: Resolution Authorizing Trenton Roofing & Siding to Replace the Roosevelt 
Borough Hall Roof, Gutters and Soffits 

Resolution 17-107:   Payment of Bills 

The Council discussed and on a motion by C/Ticktin, second by C/Bonna, Consent Agenda 

without Resolution 100, Resolution to Amend Resolution No. 17-97 Authorizing Purchase of 

Monitor to Detect Chlorine and pH of Water Before it goes to the Water Tower was approved by 

the following vote: 

Roll Call: 
AYES:  C/Bonna, C/Hamilton, C/Lipoti, C/Malkin, C/Ticktin, C/Trammell 
NAYS: None  
ABSTAIN:     None 
ABSENT: None 

Resolution 17-100 Resolution to Amend Resolution No. 17-97 Authorizing Purchase of Monitor 

to Detect Chlorine and pH of Water Before it goes to the Water Tower  

The Council discussed and on a motion by C/Ticktin, second by C/Lipoti, Resolution 17-100 was 

approved by the following vote: 

Roll Call: 
AYES:  C/Bonna, C/Hamilton, C/Lipoti, C/Malkin, C/Ticktin, C/Trammell 
NAYS: None  
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 

C/Hamilton, Public Works: 
• A Resolution was approved at tonight’s meeting for Trenton Roofing.  Approval is needed 

from the State Historic Preservation Office prior to work being done. 
• Met with Carmella Roberts, Borough Engineer, to discuss the NJDOT Grant Program with a 

deadline of October 6, 2017.  Engineer recommends 2nd half of Nurko Road to County Route 
571 and to tag another project – Elm Court. 

• Borough Engineer is aware of the situation with the 1st Aid Building HVAC system and the 
air quality.  M/Ellentuck reminded the Council that in August the extension runs out with 
PEOSHA. 
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• Public Works meeting scheduled for Monday night. 
• Received grant funds for Homestead Lane. 

C/Ticktin, Community Dev/Code/Senior Rep.: 
• Attending conference this weekend regarding The New Deal Today in Hyde Park. 

C/Bonna, Administration/Environmental Rep.:  
• Environmental Commission received a letter from the State of NJ approving the Forest 

Management Plan for 2017-2021. 

Richard Shaklee, Borough Attorney:  No Report 

C/Malkin, Finance/Planning Board Rep./Recreation:  No Report 

C/Lipoti, Utilities: 
• Modern Group Power System maintenance agreement was approved tonight for all 4 

generators to be maintained. 
• Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission (PVSC) was approved tonight accepting the sludge for 

the next three years. 
• Municipal Maintenance completed the works on the tanks. 
• Leak in the SO2 room was repaired. 
• Alum pit area has been cleaned out. 
• New locks and lock boxes have been installed at the water/sewer plants. 
• Water Quality Reports were sent out in mail. 

C/Trammell, Envi, Health & Safety:  
• Spoke with Paula Skelton from PEOSHA regarding the problems with the Air Quality. 

Completed paperwork and is now the Borough Representative for Indoor Air Quality.  
Changed the filters in the air conditioning and sent all forms to Ms. Skelton.  Fines have 
stopped for this item.  Fines will be calculated from the end of July and the Borough can 
dispute the fines. 

• Received quote for venting the 1st Aid building and gave to Ana who will get some additional 
quotes. 

M/Ellentuck asked about a Committee Meeting prior to the Council meeting tonight but did not hear 
a report on it during the Reports of Committee. C/Trammell stated is was a Code Enforcement 
Committee.  They discussed the pending court case of Kevin Balon, 35 Farm Lane.    

REPORTS OF BOROUGH OFFICIALS:  NONE 

OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. The Council approved RAP to use the Borough Hall on February 3, 2018.  All in favor. 

C/Malkin made a motion to have a resolution placed on the next agenda for George Vassaur, who 
recently retired from working at the water/sewer plants for over 60 years. C/Ticktin second the 
motion. 
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C/Malkin read a statement regarding a complaint made by Sharon Waltz at the last council meeting 
(see attached). 

C/Malkin stated the Philadelphia Inquirer wrote an interesting article about Louis Kahn, who was 
the architect of our historic homes in Roosevelt.  Copies will be available at Borough Hall. 

The Mayor stated that he received two resignations tonight from Deborah Thomas and Kelly Tyers 
and read there resignation letters (see attached).  

Kelly Tyers, Deputy Clerk, left the meeting at 7:47 p.m. 

C/Lipoti read a statement regarding the resignations of C/Lipoti, C/Bonna and Mayor Ellentuck 
(see attached). 

Mayor Ellentuck, C/Lipoti and C/Bonna handed their resignation letters to the Clerk and stepped 
down (see attached). 

C/Malkin, as the most senior member of the Council, took over the remainder of the meeting. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

C/Malkin opened the public comment at 7:52 p.m. 

Tim Curry, 3 Pine Drive: 
• Questioned what happens next? 
• Thanked Mayor for doing a great job. 

Bert Ellentuck, 22 Homestead Lane: 
• Questioned the procedures going forward with the vacancies and does the community get to 

vote? 

Richard Shaklee, Borough Attorney stated the Democratic Committee proposes 3 names within 15 
days to the Council.  Next council meeting is August 28th and the Committee has until August 29th.  
The vacancy is filled by the Council until the next general election. 

Beth Battel, 64 Lake Drive: 
• Thanked the individuals involved for their tremendous hard work and understand their 

frustration. 

Deb Lenart, 5 Elm Court: 
• Thanked the 3 councilmembers and Kelly for all of the years of service and asked Council 

to recognize them. 

Shan Ellentuck, 22 Homestead Lane: 
• Terrified and appalled that the destruction of this town is coming from within. 

Mark Connors, 23 Rochdale Avenue: 
• Very upset with what has happened and grateful to everyone who left. 
• Voiced his concerns. 

Gus Vuolle, 19 Pine Drive: 
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• Grew up in Roosevelt, lives in Main now and cares about the betterment of the town. 
• Questioned how the 3 elected councilmembers can resign after being elected. 

Jeff Ellentuck, 40 Pine Drive: 
• Stated he was elected to do a job, but was not able to achieve anything.  Stepping down to 

allow the work to get done. 

Nancy Warnick, 4 Homestead Lane: 
• Kelly has given her time and heart to Roosevelt. 
• Stated a small percentage of your taxes runs the entire Borough.  It takes money to run 

properly. 

Brad Garton, 17 Pine Drive: 
• Asked the Council how it feels to be accused of criminal activities. 

Deirdra Sheean, 18 Pine Drive: 
• Last election was pretty ugly.  All need to work together. 
• Appreciates all the work everyone has done. 

Bert Ellentuck, 22 Homestead Lane: 
• Two referendums in town (fire house and water/sewer) were turned down. 
• Going to spend millions of dollars to fix. 

Jill Lipoti, 17 Pine Drive: 
• Resignation letter states the reasons why she resigned and will post on the bulletin board at 

the Post Office and put in the Borough Bulletin. 

Sam Lopez, 7 Homestead Lane: 
• Asked the Council what they are going to do now. 

Stacey Bonna, 17 Homestead Lane: 
• Thanked the Borough and Council.  Wonderful educational experience and have no regrets. 

Tim Curry, 3 Pine Drive: 
• Kelly is tremendous and when the snow starts who is going to be plowing? 

C/Malkin closed the public comment at 8:19 p.m. 

CLOSED SESSION:  None 

C/Malkin stated if anyone thinks she is getting any pleasure from this, they are completely mistaken.  
Very sad day and sorrowful that it came to this.  The Councilmembers work very hard and put in 
very long hours.  The situation over the past few years has been horrendous.  We will carry on and 
do the best that we can do.   

C/Ticktin expressed clearly very much the opportunity to serve with Jeff, Jill, Stacey, Kelly and 
Deb.  Hope we can come together and listen to what the community has to say.  Let us have peace! 

C/Hamilton thanked Jeff, Jill and Stacey.  Very surprised and shocked.  Hoping to move forward as 
a community to heal these wounds.  Need to compromise. 
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C/Trammell thanked Jeff, Jill and Stacey.   

Councilmember Ticktin moved to adjourn at 8:25 p.m., Councilmember Trammell second.    All 
ayes.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

_____________________________________ 
Kathleen Hart, Borough Clerk  

Adopted Date:  October 11, 2017 



Statement from Councilwoman Malkin: 

I would like to address a complaint that was made by Sharyn Walz at a previous council 
meeting.  This concerns primary election day of June 6, 2017.  Ms. Waltz implied that 
somehow the finance committee, which met in the Borough Hall on June 5, 2017, was able to 
tamper with the voting machines and change the outcome of the election.  

At the time, I chose not to respond to these accusations because they seemed ridiculous.  The 
Finance Committee is comprised of Mike Hamilton, Michael Ticktin and myself.  Also 
present was George Lang, our Chief Financial Officer. 

I spoke with Michael Ticktin after the meeting and he simply laughed at the absurdity of 
these accusations.  However, as part of her coverage of town council meetings for the 
Borough Bulletin, Ms. Walz printed these implications for the town to read.  At this point, I 
felt it became a serious matter. 

I have been on the Council for 13 years.  I am also a Committeewoman, Planning Board 
member and have been a Welfare Director in the past.  I value my reputation as an open and 
honest person.  Mike Hamilton has been the Mayor, as well as a Councilperson and a Board 
of Education member.  Michael Ticktin has held many positions in Roosevelt, including 
Councilmember, Planning Board member and Historic Commission Chair.  George Lang is 
the CFO in many towns and has a sterling reputation. 

If Ms. Walz is disappointed that the candidates she supported didn’t win, I’m sorry.  But, to 
accuse my colleagues and me of a felony, is reprehensible, irresponsible and completely out 
of line. 

So to begin with I would like Michael Ticktin to recount the steps that he told me that are 
necessary to tamper with a voting machine and why it was impossible for any of us to have 
done so.   

C/Ticktin stated that he doesn’t think anyone was alleging that anybody had done this, that 
Ms. Walz was suggesting that it was inappropriate for anyone to be in the building.  None the 
less, no one can tamper with the machines.  You need keys to get into the machines and the 
keys are not with the machines at this point. 

In addition, the Mayor has installed cameras inside and outside of the Borough Hall.  Ms. 
Walz could have requested that the film be viewed.  This could have alleviated her concerns 
immediately and she would not have had to resort to false accusations at a public meeting.  
Also, the office staff was in the Borough Hall on the day prior to the election, when the 
machines were delivered, as well as Election Day.  And by the way, the Finance Committee 
met in a separate conference room and not the main room where the machines are. 

And finally, this is the case at every polling place in the United States.  The machines don’t 
magically appear at 6am.  They are delivered days early, with employees coming and going.  
This is of no consequence, since no one has the capability of opening the machine, except for 
well-trained, paid professional poll workers. 

These accusations are a serious injustice and I believe that in the interest in responsible 
reporting, Ms. Walz owes it to the Financial Committee and the public to print a retraction. 



Resignation Statement from Mayor Ellentuck, Councilwoman Bonna and Councilwoman Lipoti: 

Each of us, Mayor Ellentuck, Councilwoman Bonna, and myself, joined the Council because we each 

believe that citizens have an obligation to volunteer public service.  Our individual visions, concerns, and 

priorities for Roosevelt may differ slightly.  Each of us, however, believed, and still believe, that we have 

experience, expertise, and, mostly, a willingness to roll up our sleeves and do work that can help 

Roosevelt to survive in a way that will allow our residents to afford living here.  While none of us has 

accomplished all of our goals, we are proud to be able to say that each of us has helped Roosevelt in 

many ways. 

We have devoted countless volunteer hours to the needs of Roosevelt.  We have done this because we 

know that small towns such as ours can only survive if elected officials and residents perform many tasks 

that would otherwise have to be performed by additional paid employees.   

We are certainly not alone in our willingness to volunteer for the town.  There are devoted and hard-

working residents on the First Aid Squad, Planning Board, the Environmental Commission, the School 

Board, Fund for Roosevelt, Roosevelt Arts Project, the Solar Village Board, and others.  We appreciate 

the countless hours they have devoted to the needs of Roosevelt. 

We have been honored to work with many employees of the Borough.  We are constantly amazed at the 

staff’s devotion to the Borough and their willingness to go above and beyond for the Borough and 

residents, sometimes without bothering to charge the town for their time.  The business hours of 

Borough Hall are 9 to 4.  We have no night crews.  Except for our utilities, we have no weekend crews.  

Unlike in many other towns with limited budgets, if you need help at 6:00 a.m., 10:00 p.m., or 2:00 a.m., 

seven days a week, you have been able to get the help you need.  That is part of what makes Roosevelt 

special.   Neither the members of our staff, nor we, are willing to tolerate the continuing dismissal, 

denigration, and harassment, which has resulted in the staff resignations this evening. 

 Over the last two years, it has become increasingly difficult and costly to the town to accomplish the 

work for which we were elected and for which we have devoted our time and energy.  The Council, 

which previously acted with reasonable efficiency and effectiveness despite their differences, now 

reflects the national spirit of political divisiveness, truthiness, incivility, and personal attacks.  Proposals 

are rejected out of hand simply because they were proposed by one of us.  This is not helpful for the 

town. 

As we are no longer effective as Council members, we, Jill Lipoti, Stacey Bonna, and Jeff Ellentuck, are 

resigning effective tonight.  We wish to thank our supporters for their faith in us.  We know that many of 

you understand why we can no longer serve.    


















